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MINERALS AND PETROLEUM � EXPLORATION INCENTIVE SCHEME 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral � Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [3.32 pm]: I inform 
the house that last Friday the state government launched an $80 million royalties for regions initiative to boost 
mineral and petroleum exploration in Western Australia and aid in the discovery of valuable new deposits. The 
exploration incentive scheme�EIS�is aimed at encouraging minerals exploration throughout the state�s 
greenfield and frontier areas over the next five years. This initiative will significantly increase the knowledge of 
the state�s geology and resources and help raise employment opportunities, especially in our regional areas. The 
state government anticipates that the EIS will encourage exploration and ensure the long-term sustainability of 
WA�s resources industry.  

The current economic downturn has seen a decline in global commodity prices and reduced exploration activity 
in the past six months. Although WA still leads national expenditure, with mineral exploration worth 
$343 million and petroleum exploration worth $799 million for the last quarter of last year, the government is 
committed to identifying new opportunities and ensuring the future prosperity of this state�s resources sector.  

The scheme comprises six different programs, including improving the online exploration application process, 
promoting strategic research with industry and undertaking a series of surveys to gather more information on 
WA�s geology. The breakdown of the funds allocation for these programs is exploration and environmental 
coordination, $1.5 million; innovative drilling, including the co-funded drilling program, $26.9 million; 
geophysical and geochemical surveys, $32.5 million; 3D geological mapping, $13.8 million; promoting strategic 
research with industry, $2.3 million; and sustainable working relations with Indigenous communities, $3 million. 

The proposed co-funded drilling program between government and industry will provide support for innovative 
drilling by companies and research groups in greenfield areas. This is particularly important at this time. The 
drilling program will preferentially fund projects that promote new exploration concepts and technologies.  

The EIS is also aimed at providing an integrated online system for customised geoscience maps and reports. I am 
confident that the EIS will enhance the development of regional infrastructure, facilitate strategic regional 
projects and increase the ability to maintain and build capacity in the resources sector. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


